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Abstract 
This study investigated influence of examination malpractice on secondary 

school image and students’ career prospect in Benue State of Nigeria. Survey 

design was adopted for the study. The population for the study was made up of 

3477 senior secondary school II (SSII) students for the 2012/2013 academic 

session while the sample was made up of 294 from 10 secondary schools. 

Random sampling was used. The study was guided by 3 hypotheses. The 

hypotheses were tested at 0.05 level of significance using chi-square and t-test 

statistics. The result showed that examination malpractice has significant 

impact giving the chi-square value of 142.878 and 82.531 respectively on 

secondary school image and students choice prospect. Based on the findings, it 

was recommended that examination malpractice should be eradicated from 

schools. Guidance counselors should always give professional assistance to 

students on ways of preparing for examinations. Job seekers should always be 

screened and job be given to candidates on merit after interview to avoid 

favoritism. 

 

The level of any national development is dependent to a large extent, on the level 

of the educational standard of such a nation. The standard of any education is manifested 

by the kind of the products from that nation’s institutions of learning. This is shown in 

the ability of the graduates to defend the certificates they obtained from such institutions 

(Onyilo & Onyilo, 2007). For any national development to take its root there must be 
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qualitative education. For qualitative education to be rooted, the citizens must know the 

value of education and what it stands for in societal development (Gbari, 2007).  
 

Following the above, the Nigeria government perceived education as a means of 

giving its citizens tools for effective functioning as individuals and social beings. Thus 

education becomes a vital and crucial tool needed for the formation of minds from 

childhood to adulthood in a designed environment called school where learning and the 

acquisition of skills can take place for the total development of each individual, the 

society and the nation as a whole (Onyiye & Alawaye, 2008). Therefore, the overall aim 

of education is to shape the behaviour of an individual so that he or she can perform 

most effectively within his social milieu (Onyiye & Alawaye, 2008). 
 

Bearing in mind the role that education is supposed to play in nation building, a 

nation stands the risk of being under-developed in terms of accumulation of illiteracy, 

disease and poverty when its youths reject the honour of getting sound education and 

seem to opt for fraudulent activities and deceptive ways in making ends meet as 

epitomized by examination malpractice thereby negating the philosophy of sound 

education. The products of such a system may only grow up to be cynics, unbelievers, 

insensible, dishonest, ignorant, narrow-minded, myopic, unintelligent, deceptive, close-

minded, one sided beings who would be indifferent to the issues of life and powerless to 

act, create and succeed (Onyiye & Alawaye, 2008). 
 

The value and functionality of any educational system lies in its ability to 

actualize the goals of educational system, world over the examination process makes the 

difference. The goals of national education system and indeed national development 

become like a mirage if examination ethics are not encouraged and instituted (Nwadini, 

2005). Till date examination still remains the best tool for an objective assessment and 

evaluation of what learners have achieved after a period of schooling (Jimoh, 2006). As 

a form of evaluation, examination does not only accumulate data on instructional 

activities, it also provides feed back to the teacher who helps in the modification and 

improvement of teaching (Israel, 2006). Examination also benefits educational planners 

because they often lead to innovation of curricular goals and development of innovation 

in education. But most significantly, Num (2007) pointed out that examination is good 

to the learners because it provides data on which scores and grades are assigned to 

parents, employers and significant others and that students also use examination results 

to make realistic self appraisal of their learning efficiency. Hence, any action that 

undermines examination poses a great threat to the validity and reliability of 

examination results and certification. 

Unfortunately, the process of examination in Nigeria secondary schools has 

become a “contemporary shame” (Nwadini, 2005). This is because of the phenomenon 

of examination malpractice that has become endemic in the education system. The 
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examination malpractice act (1999) explains examination malpractice as any act of 

omission or commission by a person who in anticipation of, before, during or after any 

examination fraudulently secure any unfair advantage for himself or any other person in 

such a manner that contravenes the rules and regulations to the extent of undermining 

the validity, reliability and authenticity of the examination and ultimately the integrity of 

the certificates issued. Laha (2008) remarked that examination malpractice is an 

academic crime committed before, during or after an examination by means of deviant 

approach guiding the principles of conduct of examinations. This could be by an 

individual group of students or other people like parents, teachers among others. 

 

Examination malpractice is ravaging our educational system in Nigeria and this 

constitutes one of the greatest evils of the land because it is threatening to uproot the 

very foundation of our educational system which has been the avenue for inculcating 

moral and ethical values to our youths (Omu, 2007, p. 46).   

 

 This has been a source of concern to the parents, institutions and government, 

employers of labour and examination bodies. The parents are worried because they 

cannot account for their investment in their children’s education, neither can 

governments say categorically what their huge investment amount to as students results 

may not present a true picture of student’s competencies. Awarding institutions and 

employers of labour are disturbed for the same reason (Ebuara & Reamen, 2007). 
 

 Perhaps, the vice of examination malpractice would not have taken the 

frightening proportions it has assumed in the nation today if not for the fact that it is 

being aided and abetted by people who are supposed to fight it with all vigour. Laha 

(2008) further state that perpetrators of examination malpractices are students, 

examiners, typists, custodians, staff of examination bodies, printers, transporters and 

security agents; others are principals, private study centers otherwise known as extra 

moral classes, parents among others. There are documented evidences to confirm the 

prevalence of examination malpractice in Nigeria. Many of these occur during 

examination organized by public examination bodies like West African Examination 

Council (WAEC), Joint Admission and Matriculation Board (JAMB), National Business 

and Technical Examination Board (NABTEB), National Teachers Institute (NTI) among 

others (Num, 2007). According to Laha (2008) the first recorded public incidence of 

examination malpractice occurred in 1914 and it was the leakage of the Cambridge 

School Certificate Examination, thirty years before the establishment of WAEC. More 

so, a survey conducted by examination ethics project (EEP) a Non Governmental 

Organization (NGO) based on statistics of examination irregularities and malpractices in 

the May/June 2003 West African Examination Council (WAEC) Senior School 

Certificate Examination (SSCE) presented worsening situation of examination 

malpractice in the country as cited in (Anger and Tyav, 2006). 
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 A lot of measures have been taken by the government to curb the menace of 

examination malpractice. These ranges from enactment of decree for examination 

malpractice, cancellation of result, demotion of the staff involved in examination 

malpractice among others. For instance examination malpractice Act no 33 of 1999 

stipulates punishment of fifty thousand naira (N50,000), a maximum of five years 

imprisonment without option of fine for violators of the offences stipulated in the Act. 

The offences are: cheating at examination, stealing of question papers. Impersonation, 

disturbance at examination, obstruction of supervisors, forgery of result slip, breach of 

duty, conspiracy and aiding among others (Jimo, 2009). 
 

 The image of Nigeria has been battered because of the level of examination 

malpractice cases in the country. Thus, examination malpractice in Nigeria has a serious 

negative effect on the image of Nigerian schools. Examination malpractice makes the 

country (Nigeria) to produce low baked graduates, inferior manpower in various fields. 

Many students involve themselves in the situation because of career choice which makes 

it a must to cheat in examinations.  

 

According to Hewitt (2010), factors influencing career choice can either be 

intrinsic or extrinsic or both. Hewitt further states that most people are influenced by 

careers that their parents favour, others follow the careers that their educational choices 

have opened  for them, some choose to follow their passion regardless of how much or 

little it will make them while others choose the careers that give high income. 
 

 Having been faced with numerous occupations to choose one from them what 

finally emerges is a reflection of what the person conceives of himself. These include 

interest, abilities, ambitions, self confidence among others (Alache, 2006). However, 

such factors as ignorance, traditional beliefs, parents and peer influences, lack of 

appropriate guidance among others may force students to choose careers they are not 

suited for since ones career reflects his total life. As a result of that, most people end up 

in fields they are not suited for and this affect their lives. 
 

 It is worthy to note that, secondary school students are individuals who are 

mostly between the age range of 12 and 18years and this is the adolescent stage. 

Adolescents all over the world are peculiar individuals. They are special persons 

because of their dynamic transformation experiences from childhood to adult hood. 

(Arumala, 2005). One worrisome thing is that it is at this secondary school age (between 

12-18years) that individuals (students) have to choose the course or subject they will 

read at the higher institutions of learning. 
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 Following the above, it is pertinent that educational system perhaps more than 

any other social institution, places people in various positions in the society. It is 

therefore responsible for sorting out who occupies what position and on what criteria. 

But due to the dynamic nature of learners between this age range, with the prevalence of 

examination malpractice, in most cases, the way the sorting exercise is done affects an 

individual, the school and consequently determines what becomes of the society. (Ker & 

Ada, 2004). 
 

 The focus of this study is to bridge the gap observed between bad image of the 

school and wrong choice of career due to examination malpractice and the real world 

through curbing examination malpractice. This approach is likely to restore good image 

to schools and prosperity to students as it will enlighten students to work hard for better 

performances for future gains. The present study will either corroborate some of the 

findings discussed or reject them where necessary and throw more challenges ahead.  
 

Objectives of the Study 

The purpose of this research work was to verify the influence of examination 

malpractice on secondary school image and students’ career prospect in Benue State.  

Specifically, the study sought to address the following issues:- 

1. The influence of examination malpractice on secondary school image. 

2. The influence of examination malpractice on choice prospect of secondary school 

students. 

3. The influence of examination malpractice on choice prospect of male and female 

secondary school students. 
 

Hypotheses 

 The following hypotheses were formulated to guide the study.    

1. Examination malpractice in Benue State has no significant impact on the secondary 

school image. 

 2. Examination malpractice in Benue State has no significant impact on the career 

choice of the students. 

3. There is no significant difference between the mean scores of examination 

malpractice on career choice of male and female students. 

 

Methodology 

Research Design 

 The study adopted a descriptive survey design. This design sought to collect 

information from the respondents without the manipulation of any variable. 
 

Area of Study 

The study covered the whole of Benue State of Nigeria. 
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Population of the Study 

The target population consisted of all the 3940 senior secondary school II (SS 

II) students for the 2012/2013 academic session in Benue State. (Benue State Ministry of 

Education 2012/2013 Report).  
 

Sample and Sampling 
The sample comprised of 294 SS II students that formed the total number of 

respondents. Stratified random sampling due to location was used to select the sample. 
 

Instrument for data Collection 

 The instrument used for data collection was developed by the researchers. The 

instrument comprised of three sections. Section A was made up of demographic 

information while sections B and comprised of 17 and 13 items respectively. The 

respondents were required to indicate their degree of agreement on the item statement. 

The weightings of the responses were strongly Agree = 5; Agree = 4; undecided = 3; 

Disagree = 2; Strongly Disagree = 1. 
 

Validation of Instrument 

 The reliability of the instrument was presented and validated by three specialists 

in measurement and Evaluation in Faculty of Education Benue State University, 

Makurdi. The specialists, after examining the instrument made some corrections and 

modified the instrument. These corrections were finally effected in the final draft of the 

instrument.  
 

Reliability of Instrument  
 A pilot study was conducted using six Secondary Schools. Two Secondary 

Schools were selected randomly in zones A, B and C. Data collected were computed 

using Cronbach Alpha method. The results indicated a reliability co-afferent of 0.743 

indicating that the instrument was retinoic. 
 

Method of Data Collection  
 The researchers administered copies of questionnaire on the respondents by 

hand with the aid of research assistants. The questionnaires were retrieved from the 

respondents as soon as they finished completing them thereby ensuring 100% return. 
 

Method of Data Analysis 

 The hypotheses were tested at 0.05 level of significance using chi square (
2
) 

analysis for hypotheses one and two and t-test for hypothesis three. 
 

Results 

The results were presented in accordance with the hypotheses in Tables 1, 2 and 3. 
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Hypothesis 1: Examination malpractice in secondary schools in Benue State has no 

significant impact on the secondary school image.   
 

Table 1: Chi-square test on Impact of Examination Malpractice on School 

Image  
 

 Observed N Expected N Residual  

2.00 6 12.2 -6.2 

2.47 6 12.2 -6.2 

2.67 6 12.2 -6.2 

2.80 6 12.2 -6.2 

2.87 12 12.2 0.2 

2.93 6 12.2 -6.2 

3.13 12 12.2  -0.2 

3.20 24 12.2 11.8 

3.27 18 12.2  5.8 

3.33 12 12.2 29.8 

3.40 18 12.2 11.8 

3.47 42 12.2 -6.2 

3.53 24 12.2 -6.2 

3.60 6 12.2 5.8 

3.67 6 12.2 0.2 

3.73 18 12.2 -6.2 

3.80 12 12.2 5.8 

3.87 6 12.2 6.2 

3.93 18 12.2 0.2 

4.07 6 12.2 6.2 

4.20 12 12.2 6.2 

4.33 6 12.2 6.2 

4.47 6 12.2 6.2 

4.93 6 12.2 6.2 


2 
= 143.878

 df = 23 sign. = 0.0001 Significant 

 

Data in Table 1 is a chi-square table for the impact of examination malpractice 

on school image. The table gives a chi-square value of 142.878, df = 23 and p = .0001. 

Since p<0.05 (æ -level), the null hypothesis which states that “Examination malpractice 

in secondary school in Benue State has no significant impact on the secondary school 

image is rejected. That is to say that examination malpractice has an impact on the 

secondary school image. 
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Hypothesis 2: Examination malpractice in Benue State has no significant impact on the 

career prospect of the students. 

 

Table 2: Chi-square test on Mean Impact of Examination Malpractice on 

Career Prospect of Students  
 

 Observed N Expected Residual 

    

2.27 6 11.8 -5.8 

2.73 6 11.8 -5.8 

2.80 12 11.8 0.2 

2.87 6 11.8 -5.8 

3.00 12 11.8 0.2 

3.07 6 11.8 -5.8 

3.13 12 11.8 0.2 

3.20 6 11.8 -5.8 

3.27 6 11.8 -5.8 

3.33 24 11.8 12.2 

3.40 12 11.8 0.2 

3.47 6 11.8 -5.0 

3.53 30 11.8 18.2 

3.60 12 11.8 0.2 

3.67 18 11.8 6.2 

3.73 12 11.8 0.2 

3.80 12 11.8 0.2 

3.87 18 11.8 6.2 

3.93 6 11.8 -5.8 

4.13 18 11.8 6.2 

4.33 12 11.8 0.2 

4.40 6 11.8 -5.8 

4.47 6 11.8 -5.8 

4.67 6 11.8 -5.8 

5.0 6 11.8 -5.8 


2 
= 82.531 df = 24 Sign = 0.0001 Significant 

  

Table 2 is a Chi-square table on mean impact of examination malpractice on 

career prospects of students. The table gives a chi-square value of 82.53, df = 24 and 

p=0.0001. Since p<0.005 (æ-level), the null hypothesis which states that examination 

malpractice in Benue State has no significant impact on the career prospects of the 

students is rejected. This means that examination malpractice has a significant impact on 

the career prospects of the students. 
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Hypothesis 3: There is no significant mean difference in score on impact of 

examination malpractice on career choice prospects of male and female students. 
 

Table 3: t-test of Mean Rating of Students on Impact of Examination 

Malpractice on Career Prospects’ of Male and Female Students 
 

Gender N Mean Std.Dev. Mean      df Cal.T-value 

Male 156 3.5759 0.61324 -0.1072   292 -1.666 

Female 138 3.6841 0.46866   

 

Table 3 is a t-test of mean rating of students on impact of examination 

malpractice on career prospects of male and female students. The table gives a t-test 

value of -1.666, df = 292 and p = 0.097. since p>0.05 ( æ-level), the null hypothesis 

which states that there is no significant mean difference in score on impact of 

examination malpractice on career prospect of male and female students is not rejected 

(i.e. accepted). This means that both male and female students have agreed that 

examination malpractice has significant impact on their career prospect. 
 

Discussion of the Findings 

This section discusses the result of the study with respect to the influence of 

examination malpractice on secondary school image and student’s career choice. The 

findings of this work were discussed according to the areas addressed in the work such 

as influence of examination malpractice on secondary school image and career prospects 

of secondary schools students, both male and female. 

 

Mean Influence of Examination Malpractice on School Image 

 The result in Table 1 shows the score of examination malpractice on school 

image and the test for hypothesis. The table reveals that examination malpractice in 

secondary schools has a significant impact on secondary school image. This finding is in 

agreement with that of Adejoh and Idochaba (2007) who found that examination 

malpractice has negative effects such as lowering of educational standards in Nigeria. 

The finding also agrees with that of Jacob and Lar (2001) who also noted that 

examination malpractice makes nonsense of our educational system. This finding is also 

in agreement with Laha (2008) that even in Nigeria, the validity and reliability of both 

internal and external examinations have affected the reputation of examination bodies. 

As such joint Admission and matriculation Board (JAMB) that has been mandated to 

administer University Matriculation Examination (UME) has suffered credibility 

problem. 
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Mean Impact of Examination Malpractice on Career Prospect of Students 

 Table 2 reveals the scores of students’ rating on influence of examination 

malpractice on their career choice. The test for hypothesis in Table 2 shows that 

examination malpractice has a significant impact on career choice of students. This 

finding agrees with that of Adejoh and Idachaba (2007) that examination malpractice 

leads to the production of half baked graduates who can not defend the grades in their 

certificates. This finding also agrees with the view of Chukwuemeka (2005) that 

examination malpractice makes the country’s education institutions to produce quacks as 

graduates, inferior and mediocre manpower.  He continued, the menace will spell doom 

for the economy because it will impair the efficiency of the labour market by smuggling 

in those considered by all standards mentally defective. 
  

 Table 3 show the mean scores of male and female students rating on impact of 

examination malpractice on career choice. The findings revealed in Table 3 show that 

there was no significant mean difference on the impact of examination malpractice on 

career choice of male and female students. This shows that both male and female 

students who indulged in examination malpractice face career choice problems. This 

finding is in agreement with the findings of Eweniyi (2002) that the counseling approach 

on examination malpractice has a positive effect on the students regardless of their sex. 

This is an indication that curbing examination malpractice should not be limited to a 

particular sex as it (examination malpractice) has negative effect on the career prospects 

of the male and female sexes.  
 

Conclusion 

 The study investigated influence of examination malpractice on secondary 

school image and students career prospect in Benue State. 10 secondary schools in 

Benue state were selected for the study, which comprised of 150 male and 144 female 

students selected from 10 secondary school making up 294 students who were used for 

the study. Based on the analysis of the collected data and the findings, the following 

conclusions were drawn. 

1.  Examination malpractice gives a bad image on schools that indulge in it. 

2.  Examination malpractice leads to the production of half baked graduates who 

cannot defend the grades in their certificates, who lack skills to fit in the society, 

and idle people who indulge in other vices like armed robbery, cultism, and 

prostitution among others. 

3.  Both male and female students agreed that examination malpractice has an impact 

on their choice of career. 
 

The findings of this study may have significant implication for both within and 

outside the education industry. If examination malpractice is curtailed in schools, it may 

have great positive effects on the education development since the national policy on 
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Education (FGN, 2004) states that education is meant to prepare individuals for useful 

living in the society as well as preparation for occupational career. 
 

Recommendations 

 Based on the major findings and the discussions, the following 

recommendations were made: 

1.  Education remains a key factor in social mobilization, evaluation and progress of 

any society. It is also believed that education changes an individual’s status to 

contribute to his/her society’s development. Hence, stake holders in education 

should see to it that examination malpractice is totally eradicated, in order to enable 

students pass their examination based on their personal ability. 
 

 2.  Government on the other hand should intensify effort in checking examination 

malpractice and when caught, the culprit should be prosecuted in the court of law 

to serve as deterrent to those intending to indulge in it. 

3.  Those caught accepting bribe for examination malpractice should be relived of 

their appointments just as the school that indulge in it should be closed 

permanently. 
 

4.  Guidance counselors should give professional assistance to students on ways of 

preparing against examination malpractice. 
 

5.  Job seekers should be thoroughly screened and jobs should be given based on merit 

of interview but not on who knows who.  
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